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SUBCHAPTER K—SECURITY OF VESSELS 

PART 120—SECURITY OF 
PASSENGER VESSELS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
120.100 Does this part apply to me? 
120.110 Definitions. 
120.120 Incorporation by reference. 

Subpart B—Security Program 

120.200 What must my Vessel Security Pro-
gram cover? 

120.210 What are the responsibilities of my 
vessel security officer? 

120.220 What must I do to report an unlaw-
ful act and related activity? 

Subpart C—Plans and Procedures for 
Vessel Security. 

120.300 What is required to be in a Vessel 
Security Plan? 

120.303 Who must submit a Terminal Secu-
rity Plan? 

120.305 What is the procedure for examina-
tion? 

120.307 What do I do if I need to amend my 
Vessel Security Plan? 

120.309 What is my right of appeal? 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1231; Department of 
Homeland Security Delegation No. 0170. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 120.100 Does this part apply to me? 

This part applies to all passenger ves-
sels over 100 gross tons, carrying more 
than 12 passengers for hire; making 
voyages lasting more than 24 hours, 
any part of which is on the high seas; 
and for which passengers are embarked 
or disembarked in the United States or 
its territories. It does not apply to fer-
ries that hold Coast Guard Certificates 
of Inspection endorsed for ‘‘Lakes, 
Bays, and Sounds’’, and that transit 
international waters for only short pe-
riods of time, on frequent schedules. 

§ 120.110 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Captain of the Port (COTP) means the 

Coast Guard officer designated by the 
Commandant to command a Captain of 
the Port Zone as described in Part 3 of 
this chapter, or an authorized rep-
resentative. 

Commandant means the Commandant 
of the U.S. Coast Guard, or an author-
ized representative. 

High seas means the waters defined in 
§ 2.32(d) of this chapter. 

Operator means the person, company, 
or governmental agency, or the rep-
resentative of a company or govern-
mental agency, that maintains oper-
ational control over a passenger vessel 
or passenger terminal. 

Passenger terminal means any struc-
ture used for the assembling, proc-
essing, embarking, or disembarking of 
passengers or baggage for vessels sub-
ject to this part. It includes piers, 
wharves, and similar structures to 
which a vessel may be secured; land 
and water under or in immediate prox-
imity to these structures; buildings on 
or contiguous to these structures; and 
equipment and materials on or in these 
structures. 

Security Level I means the degree of 
security precautions to take when the 
threat of an unlawful act against a ves-
sel or terminal is, though possible, not 
likely. 

Security Level II means the degree of 
security precautions to take when the 
threat of an unlawful act against a ves-
sel or terminal is possible and intel-
ligence indicates that terrorists are 
likely to be active within a specific 
area, or against a type of vessel or ter-
minal. 

Security Level III means the degree of 
security precautions to take when the 
threat of an unlawful act against a ves-
sel or terminal is probable or imminent 
and intelligence indicates that terror-
ists have chosen specific targets. 

Unlawful act means an act that is a 
felony under U.S. federal law, under 
the laws of the States where the vessel 
is located, or under the laws of the 
country in which the vessel is reg-
istered. 

Voyage means the passenger vessel’s 
entire course of travel, from the first 
port at which the vessel embarks pas-
sengers until its return to that port or 
another port where the majority of the 
passengers are disembarked and termi-
nate their voyage. 
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